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Synopsis

A sweeping chronicle of women’s battles for reproductive freedom throughout American history,

AN A N,

Pregnancy and Power explores the many forcesa "social, racial, economic, and politicala "that have
shaped womena ™s reproductive lives in the United States.Leading historian Rickie Solinger
argues that a womana ™s control over her body involves much more than the right to choose an
abortion. Reproductive politics were at play when slaveholders devised breeding schemes, when
the U.S. government took Indian children from their families in the nineteenth century, and when
doctors pressed Latina women to be sterilized in the 1970s. Tracing the diverse plot lines of
womena ™s reproductive lives throughout American history, Solinger redefines the idea of
reproductive freedom, putting race and class at the center of the effort to control sex and pregnancy
in America over time. Solinger asks which women have how many children under what
circumstances, and shows how reproductive experiences have been encouraged or coerced,
rewarded or punished, honored or exploited over the last 250 years. Viewed in this way, the debate
over reproductive rights raises questions about access to sex education and prenatal care, about
housing laws, about access to citizenship, and about which women lose children to adoption and
foster care.Pregnancy and Power shows that a complete understanding of reproductive politics
must take into account the many players shaping public policya "lawmakers, educators, employers,

A

clergy, physicianséa "as well as the consequences for women who obey and resist these policies.
Tracing the diverse plotlines of women’s reproductive lives throughout American history, Solinger
redefines the idea of reproductive freedom, putting race and class at the center of the struggle to

control sex and pregnancy in America.
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Customer Reviews

For a single-volume, in-depth history of women’s struggles for reproductive freedom through out
American history, college-level and many a public library holding will want to look at PREGNANCY
AND POWER: A SHORT HISTORY OF REPRODUCTIVE POLITICS IN AMERICA. Historian Rickie
Solinger argues that women'’s struggles go beyond the right for abortion: reproductive politics
surfaced when slaveholders devised breeding schemes, the US government took Indian kids from
families, and when doctors encouraged Latina women to be sterilized in the 1970s: thus
PREGNANCY AND POWER embraces far more than the usual perspective.

Pregnancy and Power is an eye-opening exploration of reproductive politics and should be read by

anyone who cares about the social injustices women are subjected to in this regard.

This book is less informative Dr. Solinger’s other works. Dr.Solinger doesn’t understand that the
Social Security Act was a tool in breaking down the family. It drove the fathers out of the home.
Then it turned poor women into 'head of the family’ without sufficient funds.” And this made these

same women targets of public abuse.

Excellent book. Written accessibly about a multiracial history of reproductive politics in the US.
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